
When we read or hear this story, we often turn
our focus on Jesus. While Jesus is an important
part of the story, we overlook the crowd.
Before Jesus arrived on the scene, a large
crowd was being baptized. We might wonder
who was in the crowd. 

Jesus did not begin as the example in this
story; the people did. When Jesus chose to be
baptized, he showed that his ministry would be
different. He demonstrated his humanity and
connectedness to God’s people. Jesus was like
the people, and Jesus is also like you.

God spoke to Jesus during his baptism and
showed a deep sense of joy and happiness in
Jesus. God finds happiness in each of us too.
The voice from heaven was a voice for all. We
all are examples of Jesus’ message and
ministry. Each of us plays an important role.
We are like the crowd. Each one is called to be
named and claimed by God so that we can
spread the joy and happiness we find in God
through Jesus.

A baptism is a communal act. Jesus' baptism
by John was attended by people who were a
part of the community in which Jesus lived. 

Turn on a faucet and let the water run
through your hands. Say aloud, "God loves
me; God is pleased with me; God is happy
with me." Think of the community you are a
part of. When you bathe or shower this week,
remind yourself that you are included in a
community that loves you as God loves you. 

Although we can't gather together we can
still gather with Christ. 

We do miss our church family but the
church is WHERE WE ARE! 
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Harriet Powers, an African American, is one of the
best-known Southern quiltmakers. Harriet created the
famous Bible Quilt, in which she stitched together her
faith and connected many of her favorite Bible stories.

Harriet was born a slave near Athens, Georgia, on
October 29, 1837. 

 

She created the Bible Quilt around 1886. Harriet sewed
other quilts as well, but only one other quilt can be seen
today. The Bible Quilt can be viewed at the Smithsonian,

 the world’s largest museum.
 

Harriet’s quilt making, which was influenced by her history
and heritage told stories and documented her life and faith.
The panels of the Bible Quilt include Adam and Eve in the

garden of Eden, Jacob’s dream, the baptism of Christ,
 Jesus’ death and resurrection, the Last Supper, 

and the Holy Family.



What role do you play in your relationships? Are you the leader, the listener, the comic relief? We all have
roles we play, and in these roles we have gifts. Baptism is a way God claims us, names us, and honors our
gifts.

This week place some water in a bowl. Gently touch your fingers to the water, and then let the water slowly
drip off. As you feel the water leave your skin, say this prayer:

“With every drop of water, I remember your love. With the gifts I have been given, I will share your love.
With your happiness, I will be an example of love. Amen.”
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We’d like to give a special thanks to our Grace
Gofers & our Work Study Students for putting
together & delivering our Youth Advent Kits. 

CELEBRATE WONDER WINTER EDITION

As you make space for God in your home this
winter season, Grace will provide you with the
resources you need to foster your child’s
spiritual formation. Each week we provide a
children's newsletter with lesson activities
from December 2020 - February 2021 to share
God's truths with your child at your pace. 

Faith Family Club will be taking
a break from all activities
(Spiritual, Community & Fun)
for the month of January. We
look forward to resuming our
Faith Family Fun in February.

Christians believe Jesus was
baptised so that he could become
like one of us. This shows his great
humility. He set an example for us
to follow. Jesus' baptism was also
an opportunity to show his
authority as God confirmed he was
his Son.

Through baptism, our relationship 
with God is renewed since we are baptized in the
name of the Father, son and the Holy Spirit. 
 Baptism connects us to Jesus Christ, this can be seen
in Galatians 3:27 that says, “For all of you who were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ.

By Water and the Spirit


