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Calling the Disciples

However, the end of the Scripture actually says, “Immediately they
left the boat and their father and followed him.” The men were
called, but they had a choice to answer and accept that calling.
They chose to leave what they knew and to became followers of
Jesus.
The story also says that Jesus fishes for people. To fish for people
is Jesus calling each of us to truly follow him. This is a calling for
everyone. When we accept this calling, we are invited to be
disciples and to share this message with the world.

This story is an invitation to
choose discipleship of acceptance
and inclusion. We often consider
Jesus’ calling of the disciples as a
command rather than as a
question.

Followers of Christ help others discover and come to know God
through the example of Jesus. Everyone is invited to be part of this
message and to share this invitation with others.
Everyone is called. Regardless of how similar or different, we are
from each other, anyone can be a follower of Jesus Christ. When
we choose to be a disciple, we get to help build a community in
which everyone is included, bringing all of God’s children together.

Spiritual Practice

Jesus was forming a community when he called his
disciples. Jesus' disciples would include many different
kinds of people. What kind of people would Jesus invite
into his community today?

Wonder Question

What do you think Jesus meant
when he said, "I'll show you how
to fish for people"?

Draw a picture of the community Jesus would want today.
Hang in on your wall as a reminder that God loves and
welcomes all people. God wants us to do the same.
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Although we can't gather together
we can still gather with Christ.
We do miss our church family but
the church is WHERE WE ARE!

Follow along in our Bible Story time then roll your wonder
cube to answer questions with your family.

Instructions:
1. Cut out the fish, front and back, on the outer solid line.
2. Fold the two halves of the fish along the dotted line.
3. Tape three sides of the fish closed.
4. Stuff the open side of the fish with cotton balls.
5. Complete taping the fish closed.
6. Punch a hold in the top of the fish and string fishing line through the hole.
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As you make space for God in your home this
winter season, Grace will provide you with the
resources you need to foster your child’s
spiritual formation. Each week we provide a
children's newsletter with lesson activities
from December 2020 - February 2021 to share
God's truths with your child at your pace.
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From Church to Home

Deuteronomy 6:4-8 is a key text in thinking about what
making disciples at home look like. How do you help
your children love God with all their heart, soul, mind,
and strength? Deuteronomy 6:7 says, "Talk about it
when you sit down in your house, and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and when you get
up."
In other words, as you go throughout each day and
week, talk about the Lord with your children. Talk
about it on the ride home from school, on the way to
practice, around the kitchen table, as you get ready in
the morning, or before you go to bed each night. These
conversations don't have to be formal or equate to a
Bible study. Ask them questions and listen to the
struggles and problems they face. Think through
gospel truths your student needs to hear. Find ways to
connect those truths to their life.
While your child might now want to hear it from you or
may appear not to listen, these words and moments
can have a lasting impact long after the awkwardness
or silence of these conversations. The beauty of a
church committed to making disciples is that parents
and pastors have the opportunity to echo the same
truths into the lives of children and teenagers through
a mosaic of relationships. Think of your parenting as
having a cumulative impact on the direction of your
child's life. It most likely won't be one particular
conversation that changes everything, but it will be the
every day, as you go, ordinary moments that shape and
mold who your child is in Christ.

Spiritual Practice for Adults

Have you ever felt called to do something, but you didn’t feel equipped or qualified? What did you do? How
did you respond? It’s a choice to answer a calling, and it can be hard. This week find a rock or a stone. Hold
it tight and consider where you are being called. Say the following prayer: “God, who calls us all, it can be
hard to follow you. Help me remember I can choose to be included in your vision to share your love with
the whole world. Amen.”

