
In today’s Scripture, Jesus is preaching
the part of the Sermon on the Mount
where he asks us to love our enemies.
Who is an enemy? Is an enemy
someone we hate? Is hate the opposite
of love?

Jesus’ words “You must love your
neighbor and hate your enemy”
originally came from the Book of
Leviticus. Jesus knew the Hebrew
Scripture well and was calling for love
and wholeness. He shared that there is
nothing but love.

This passage says that everyone is a
child of God and that it is important to
see that in all people.

This does not mean we have to allow
others to treat us badly. However,
sometimes to love means setting
boundaries.  We can see that God is
love and that we should do our best to
be an example of that love. This means
standing up for a friend or talking to an
adult when being bullied. Remember
that love can be a reminder that we are
included. We all are loved.

Jesus tells us again that God's love is for everyone...
even those who are hard to love. 

Think of a person who has hurt you. maybe someone that
has been mean to a friend or is just grouchy. Close your
eyes and say a prayer of thanksgiving for him or her.
Prayer for her or him to feel God's love. 

As you go through the week and meet people who are
not nice to you, say a silent prayer for them.  Make God
happy.
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So, how do we love our enemies?  How do we teach our
kids that this is something we must do, especially living in
such tumultuous times?

For starters, we have to separate ourselves from the idea
that the love Jesus spoke about is based on a “feeling”.  It
isn’t.  Unlike romantic love, which makes it easy for us to
overlook faults and put the other person first, Jesus is
asking us to make the DECISION to choose to love.

Love becomes an action instead of a feeling.  Nobody is
saying this kind of love is easy. This love totally goes
against our sinful nature! While we are trying to step into
the gap and pray for our enemies, our minds tell us, “I
don’t want to do this!” But to follow Christ’s command, we
must push through this very human emotion.

This kind of love in action may not feel right. It may not be
instantly rewarding. It certainly won’t be easy.  Loving our
enemies will be very uncomfortable, but it is through this
action that the world will see that Christ lives inside of you!

Have you ever played with a boomerang? 

As you probably know, when you throw a
boomerang, it goes out and comes back to
you. This is kind of like love. When you
release love into the world, it comes back to
you. Love is contagious. What kind of love
do you want to send out and receive? 

Look online for how to make a paper
boomerang. Use a permanent marker and
write on the boomerang your definition of
love. Place the boomerang somewhere for
safekeeping as a reminder of the love you
want to give and receive. You could give the
boomerang to someone you love.
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CELEBRATE WONDER WINTER EDITION

As you make space for God in your home this
winter season, Grace will provide you with the
resources you need to foster your child’s
spiritual formation. Each week we provide a
children's newsletter with lesson activities from
December 2020 - February 2021 to share God's
truths with your child at your pace. 

Upcoming Unit 3
New materials with our new Faith word will
be sent next week for each child. If you
would like to receive at home materials
please contact our office.

February 7
The Lords Prayer
Matthew 6:5-15

 
February 14

Jesus Clams the Storm
Mark 4:35-41

February 21
Mary & Martha
Luke 10: 38-42

 
February 28

Zacchaeus
Luke 19:1-10

Praying with Actions


