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JANUARY 2023 

CHIMES NEWSLETTER 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR  
GRACE UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday  Women’s Bible Study beginning in January  
Twelve Women of the Bible 

Sundays at 8:45 AM in the small Conference Room B rm 2003, January 8th- April 2nd  

In this twelve-session small group Bible study, Twelve Women of the Bible, 

Lysa TerKuerst, Elisa Morgan, Jeanne Stevens and other leaders look at the 

spiritual lessons learned from twelve biblical women and what they mean for 

your life today. 

You ll discover lessons from each of these women that will help you perse-

vere through the circumstances you are facing today. 

We will learn how to :  

Apply biblical lessons to their own modern-day struggles 

Live through their failures as well as successes 

Draw near to God in a world filled with trials 

Find lasting contentment 

Overcome rejection and insecurity 

Each Student will receive a study guide that will feature discussion questions, background information on each 

character, space to write down thoughts, and much more.  

Workbooks are available in the church office for $10.00. Please complete week 1 of the  workbook be-

fore the first class on January 8th. We welcome our Bible Study leader Amanda Kopp for contact information 

at 907-371-8374 for additional questions. 

With the new year approaching, it would be a good time for those who 

would like to sponsor a specific date for our radio program.  Contact the 

office to select your date .   

This is a wonderful way to share your celebrations with the congregation.  

The cost to sponsor is $125 but we certainly will take what you are able to 

give.  Many of our congregation and  families listen over the radio, so 

many people are benefiting from this. 
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Faith Meets Fiction is getting 

ready to gear up in September 

with a new list of books for dis-

cussion.  This group meets the 

4th Monday of every month at 

7:00pm. 

Here are a list of books that will 

be used in the upcoming ses-

sions

JANUARY 

The Music of Bees by Eileen  

Garvin 

FEBRUARY 

Jefferson’s Daughters by Cathe-

rine Kerrison 

MARCH 

The Aviator’s Wife by Melanie 

Benejamin 

APRIL 

The Henna Artist by Alka Joshi 

MAY 

The Dictionary of Lost Words 

by Pip Williams 

                                    Shesler Hall is Closing 

At the end of December, Shesler Hall will be closing.  Their mission was 

to give purpose to Shesler Hall by assisting homeless women with chron-

ic mental illness to gain stability by providing holistic wellness and life 

skills to transition to permanent housing.”  Out church has helped Shesler 

Hall by providing paper products, soaps, personal hygiene etc.  In the fu-

ture, we will still collect the items but we will mark them for First United 

Methodist since they are the personal care and we are the Food Pantry.  

Everyone wins!  Kris Dam, the Executive Director wanted to give a big 

thank you to all who have helped over the years. 

Coffee Chat 

Please join us on Fridays, beginning January 

6, 2023 for “Coffee Chat”.  Join us for a time 

of devotions, conversation and fellowship to 

refresh your should and a cup of coffee or tea 

to quench your thirst.  This is an opportunity 

to connect, to encourage and inspire one an-

other.  Contact Tamara Albert at 276-3452 or 

email at tamera@gracesiouxcity.org  

5:00 pm: 140 people attended 

7:00 pm:                124 people attended 

Christmas:   64 people attended 

   328 total 
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Happy New Year!  What will 2023 bring?  Hopefully, many kinds of blessings for 
all of us.   

As I look forward to my second six months as your pastor, I’m grateful and happy 
to be part of Grace Church.  So far we’ve been getting to know each other; en-
joyed excellent music; invested time and effort in programs for children, youth, 
and families; been generous to both the church budget and mission projects (thank 
you!).  This is a church filled with faithful and faith-filled people, and I have seen 
this in a variety of ways. 

So what does 2023 look like?  Time will tell.  But I expect three things: (1) we 
will continue to invest our time, effort, and resources in all the things I listed 
above – because these things make for a healthy and joyful church; (2) we will 
review our organization and committees with an eye for renewal – because there 
is good work to be done, and good people to do it… and this works best when we 
pay attention to how we work together, so that we’re all rowing in the same direc-
tion and at the same pace; and (3) we will be thinking, talking, and praying about 
the future.  I am interested in all the ways the Grace Church can succeed in the 
coming years – by continuing what works, by seeking new opportunities to serve Sioux City, and by inviting 
new people to join us in this important work.   

Of all the things we can do with our lives, being part of a faithful and faith-filled community like Grace Church 
makes a difference for us and for the world around us.  What we find here is love from God and for each other.  
And this changes and blesses us in every way. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor John 

Confirmation 

If you are an 8th (or 9th) grader, you are invited to join this year’s confirmation class.  Class will meet on Sunday 
evenings from 6-7pm, and be taught by Pastor John and other adult mentors.  Our first class will be held on Sun-
day, January 22 at the church.  For the first class only, parents / guardians should plan to attend.  Confirmation 
Sunday will be celebrated in May 2023. 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

In the new year Pastor John will be starting two new groups that will read through the Gospel of 
Mark.  These are designed to complement our worship series, Beloved Son, which begins January 8th.  No 
prior Bible reading experience is needed, and you won’t even need to bring a Bible – all materials are pro-
vided. 

The first group will meet on Sunday mornings following worship at 11:15am – 12:15 pm.  It will convene in 
the large conference room upstairs at church.  The second group will meet on Mondays from 2:15 – 3:15 
pm.  It will gather at The Pointe at Sunrise Retirement Community (5501 Gordon Dr. East) in the 3rd floor 
Conference room.  This is intended primarily for those living there, but others are welcome too. 

Beloved Son: Meeting Jesus in Mark’s Gospel 

From Jesus’ Baptism to Resurrection, the Gospel of Mark tells a story about God’s Son, who teaches, heals, 
casts out evil, feeds, and confronts the powerful – all to reveal something he calls The Kingdom of God.  From 
January 8 (Baptism of the Lord) through April 9 (Easter) we’ll be reading a series of stories from Mark in wor-
ship.  We’ll be learning what it means for him to be called God’s Beloved Son, and what it means for us to 
live as he did – loved by God so we can serve the world around us in Jesus’ name. 

PASTOR’S PAGE 
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GRACE GIVING TREE THANK YOU 

A HUGE thank you to all who donated to the Grace Giving Tree this 

year!!!  

 Grace UMC working with volunteers and staff 

at Spalding Elementary were blessed with  mon-

etary donations to purchase fifty $50 Fareway 

Food Gift Cards to help assist with students fam-

ilies Christmas Meals.  

 

We are so grateful to the many members who 

helped us in providing for this wonderful tradi-

tion. Thank you for your love, kindness and goodwill.   

Blessings, Missions 

( This card will be displayed on our bulletin board) 

 

Also a Thank You  from Spaulding School Christmas card stating: 

“Thank you all for the Fareway Gift Cards!  You made many families 

a little easier!   Thank you so much 

From the Spaulding Staff” 

Dian Clark  1-4-1939 84 
Lois Crawford  1-28-1934 89 
Tom De Witte  1-27-1931 92 
Jan  De Witte  1-07-1933 90 
Roger Jensen  1-10-1939 84 
Beverly Fletcher  1-4-1936 87 
Mary Johnson  1-8-1927 96 
Bev Mildenstein  1-25-1937 86 
Pauline Sneller  1-21-1934 89 
Betty Watkins  1-5-1939 84 
Jerry Wooldridge 1-27-1937 86 
Joan Johnson  1-13-1938 85 
Bob Bowen  1-25-1938 85 

Over 80 years of age 

Vern & Jan Marine 1-28-1967 56 
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We had a wonderful time at this years  

All Church Christmas Event,  

Christmas Campout on December 18th.  

We ate delicious hot chili and soup, sang 

Christmas carols, played minute to win it 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
No  
Sunday School 
 

2 3 4 
No                    
JAM/YG or 
Blast 

5 6 
10AM 
Coffee Chat  
for All 

7 
530pm Chapel 

8  

8:45AM 
Youth Sunday School 
Women's Adult Study  
 

10am Worship 
 

11:15AM 
Pastors Bible Study 
 

430: 12th Night Hand-
bells @ Eppley  

9 

2:15pm 
Pastor  
Bible Study @            
The Point 

10 11 

6:30pm 
Jam/Blast 
Youth Group 
 
7:30 pm 
Chancel Choir 

12 13 

10AM 
Coffee Chat  
for All 
 
 

Okoboji  —> 

Retreat 

 

14 

530pm Chapel 

 

 
 

Okoboji —> 

Retreat 

 

15  

8:45AM 
Youth Sunday School 
Women's Adult Study  
 

10am Worship 
 

11:15AM 
Pastors Bible Study 
 

Okoboji Retreat —> 

16 

2:15pm 
Pastor  
Bible Study @          
The Point 
 

7pm                 
Christian Ed. Mgt. 
 

17 18 

6:30pm 
Jam/Blast 
Youth Group 
 
7:30 pm 
Chancel Choir 

19 20 

10AM 
Coffee Chat  
for All 
  

 

21 

530pm chapel 

22  

8:45AM 
Youth Sunday School 
Women's Adult Study  
 

10am Worship 
 

11:15AM 
Pastors Bible Study 
 

6pm Confirmation 
      

23 

2:15pm 
Pastor  
Bible Study @          
The Point 
 

7:00PM  
Faith Meets 
Fiction 

24 

7:00PM 
Naomi 
Womans 
Group 

25 

6:30pm 
Jam/Blast 
Youth Group 
 
7:30 pm 
Chancel Choir 

26 

6:30 PM  
Church Council  
 

27 

Coffee Chat  
for All 
  
 

28 

530pm Chapel 

29  
8:45AM 
Youth Sunday School 
Women's Adult Study  
 

10am Worship 
 

11:15AM 
Pastors Bible Study 
 

11:30am  
Youth Trip Mtg 
 

6pm Confirmation 

30 
2:15pm 
Pastor  
Bible Study @          
The Point 

31 
 

    

January 2023 
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    ALCOLYTES FOR JAUARY AND FEBRUARY 

         January 1st           Danica   F. 
         January 8th          Samuel B. 

         January 15th        Eleanora A.         
         January 22nd       Morgan G. 

         January  29th       Danica   F. 
  

                February 5th        Samuel B. 
                February 12th     Eleanora A.     

         February 19th     Morgan G. 
         February 26th     Danica   F. 
Let them know how much you apreci-

ate their taking time out to help 
with a service. 

 January 8, 2023    4:30 P.M.  

Eppley Auditorium  

Morningside University  

3625 Garretson Ave.  

Sioux City, Iowa  

 Come and join Siouxland Handbell choirs as they 

ring out the Christmas Season with this free Christ                            

mas Concert  

January 22, 2023 will be the beginning of our confirma-

tion classes.  If you are an 8th or 9th grader, please con-

tact the office to start classes.  This is always such a 

happy time when the 8th and  9th graders are learning 

new things about our church. 

SUNDAY SERMONS 

If you were unable to join us for 

worship or if you would like to view 

a past sermon, they are available by 

going to the Grace website 

ww.gracesiouxcity.org, and found in 

the drop-down menu under Grace-

Watch our Weekly 

Lessons on our              

Channel:  

Grace United 

Follow us on  

  Instagram   

gracesiouxcity  

Special points of interest: 

Pastor:  
Rev. Dr. John Christianson 
pastorjohn@gracesiouxcity.org 
641-485-3213 
 
 Grace Admin: 
Sherry Johnson   
sjohnson@gracesiouxcity.org  
 
Church Website 

www.gracesiouxcity.org   
Church Phone                               
712-276-3452   
Church Address 
1735 Morningside Ave. 
Sioux City IA 51106  

Christian Education Co-Dir. 

 Tamera Albert  
tamera@gracesiouxcity.org 
  Brock Bourek        

brock@gracesiouxcity.org 
  
Music Director: Dr. Sean Burton 
seanburtonmusic@gmail.com 
 
Custodian: Elmer Smith 

An important time for 8th and 9th graders to join 

the confirmation class starting the end of January. 

mailto:tamera@gracesiouxcity.org
mailto:brock@gracesiouxcity.org
mailto:seanburtonmusic@gmail.com
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You are important to us. In order to help us take care of you, we need to keep  your  information as up to date 
as possible.GRACE UMC is continuing to improve communication within the church. One of the tools we would 
like to fully utilize is our ACS database. Having the church database updated with each persons information will 

aid in better communication for Pastor Jim, staff and for church members.  
 

Please help us by getting your Family Information Form  submitted to us as quickly as possible! 
It’s a new year, and maybe you have some new info you’d like to share with us! Even if you’ve shared with us 

before, would you please take a moment to fill out one of the options? We especially want to celebrate with you 
during birthdays and anniversaries, so don’t forget to include those! 

 Membership & Guest  Information Update 

1.     You can fill out the insert form in our weekly bulletins and once completed place it in the church offering 
on Saturday or Sunday. 

 
2.     Make updated changes at our Grace UMC Website that will be emailed directly to our office secretary at       

sjohson@gracesiouxcity.org 
 

 

 3.     Or Mail in your completed form to the church:1735 Morningside Ave Sioux City, IA 51106 

  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __  

 

First Name __________________________Last Name_________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________City __________________ST.______ 

 

Home Phone _(      )_________________   Cell Phone (   ) _______________________ 

  

Email Address:  __________________________________ 

 

Birthday:  ____________________________       Wedding Date ________________________________ 

 

Member of Grace? ___________       Number in Family ( Each person must have their own  information 

However, we will link them all together. 

Would you please take a moment to fill out one of the options? We especially want to celebrate with you dur-

ing birthdays and anniversaries, so don’t forget to include those! 

Sherry J/Grace Admin 


