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GRACE  
NEWSLETTER  

JANUARY 
2022 

 

Grace UMC Worship Top-
ics and Scriptures for Jan-

uary and February 2022 

 

Everyone is invited to join us 
as we gather to worship God 
on Saturday evenings at 
5:30 and Sunday mornings 
at 10 a.m.  Our Sunday wor-

ship happens in our Sanctuary AND on Facebook Live and KSCJ radio. 

Here are the projected topics and scriptures for January and February.  

Jan. 1/2 “Any Questions?” Luke 2:41-52 

  This “stand-alone” topic focuses on a story from Jesus’ childhood which may raise 

 a LOT of questions in our minds.  Join us in worship as we explore some of those  

questions and what the possible answers might mean to our relationship with God. 

Interested in Confirmation Classes? 

“Confirmation” is a study and discussion 
experience for youth designed to help them 
explore possible membership in a local 
United Methodist congregation.  Our last, 
recently completed Confirmation Class ex-
perience was fractured by COVID19 and 
now we’re assessing the interest in Confir-
mation 2022. 

If your family includes one or more children 
in 7

th
 through 9

th
 grades interested in partic-

ipating in Confirmation classes this year, 
please contact Rev. Jim Shirbroun 
(jim@gracesiouxcity.org). 

mailto:jim@gracesiouxcity.org
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If you are unable to join 

us for worship on Sunday 

mornings or If you know 

of someone who is una-

ble to attend, please lis-

ten to KSCJ frequency 1360 AM & 94.9 FM to hear a live 

radio broadcast of the 10AM Sunday worship service 

each Sunday.  You can also go to www.kscj.com to listen 

to it live on the web.  If you would like to help sponsor a 

Sunday broadcast, please contact the church office at 

276-3452 or send in your donation and we will put your 

name on the list.  Each broadcast costs $125 to air and 

your donations are greatly appreciated.    

Caring Through Grace 

To keep us aware of your needs while in the hospital, 

please state “Grace United Methodist” as your religious 

preference during admittance.  

If there is someone in need of prayer or if someone 
should be removed from the prayer list, please contact 

Betty Watkins at:712-276-7621 or 
email:  

 betwat3a@gmail.com 

January 2, 2022 
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
  Jeremiah 31:7-14 
  Psalm 147:12-20 
  Ephesians 1:3-14 
  John 1:(1-9), 10-18 
 
January 9, 2022 
EPIPHANY/BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

  Isaiah 43:1-7 
  Psalm 29 
  Acts 8:14-17 
  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 
January 16, 2022 
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
  Isaiah 62:1-5 
  Psalm 36:5-10 
  1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
  John 2:1-11 
 
January 23, 2022 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
  Psalm 19 
  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
  Luke 4:14-21 
 
January 30, 2022 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
  Jeremiah 1:4-10 
  Psalm 71:1-6 
  1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
  Luke 4:21-30 

Konversations 

Our “Konversations” gather-

ings which happen after wor-

ship via Zoom each Sunday 

at 11:30a.m., are going 

strong.  We welcome EVE-

RYONE to come be a part 

as we check in with one anoth-

er, talk a bit about the worship 

experience we just shared, then move into a topic which 

emerges from the participants.  

You’ll find the Zoom link for Konversations on our Grace 

Facebook page as well as our 

website. Not a computer user? 

We can help you connect with 

Konversations via your cell 

phone. Just contact the church 

for information.       

  Pastor Jim 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=105#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=105#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=105#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=105#gospel_reading
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/love-never-ends-being-the-body-of-christ/epiphany-baptism-of-the-lord-year-c-lectionary-planning-notes
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/love-never-ends-being-the-body-of-christ/epiphany-baptism-of-the-lord-year-c-lectionary-planning-notes
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=107#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=107#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=107#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=107#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=108#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=108#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=108#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=108#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=109#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=109#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=109#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=109#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=110#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=110#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=110#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=110#gospel_reading
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“God is Holding Your Life: A Journey of Assurance for the New Year” 

The next seven weeks make up the Christian season of Epiphany.  The word “epiphany” means 
“manifestation” and refers in particular to the manifestation of Jesus as Savior not only of the Jews, but of 
all the peoples of the world.  

After the rush and activity of the holiday season (even in pandemic), the new year can offer us a time of 
slowing down, simplifying and leaning on reflection and prayer to help us sustain the journey toward a time 
when we can move to the rhythms of life for which we yearn. It is difficult to be patient in the midst of difficult 
times. The Psalms can help us with that.  

I look forward to sharing this Worship Series with you. It’s entitled “God is Holding Your Life: A Journey of 
Assurance for the New Year”.   

While the worship experiences are linked thematically, each also “stands alone” in the sense that, should 
you be unable to join us for one or more weeks, you’ll still find much meaning in each worship experience.  
(And remember…you may “catch up” with worship by watching the videos on Facebook or on our Grace 
website.) 

 

Jan. 8/9 “These Lives are Precious”  

 Psalm 72 "God delivers the needy when they call..." 

Jan. 15/16 “Awe and Wonder” 

Psalm 29 "My God gives strength to the people and blesses the people with peace" 

Jan. 22/23 “Where Can I Go?” 

Psalm 139  "You have searched me and You know me" 

Jan. 29/30 “In God Alone” 

Psalm 62 "God alone is my rock and salvation... I shall not be shaken" 

Feb. 5/6 “Whole Heart Hallelujah” 

Psalm 111 "the works of God's hands are faithful and just" 

Feb. 12/13 “We Wait, We Hope, We Stay” 

Psalm 147  "God heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds" 

Feb. 19/20 “The One is Shining Forth” 

Psalm 50 "God speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun its setting" 
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Begin the New Year with COURAGE! 

Courage is a foundational virtue required for the Christian life. But we may often 
wonder if we have what it takes to live the vital life Jesus offers his disciples. 
 
In Courage: Jesus and the Call to Brave Faith, pastor and author Tom Berlin chal-
lenges us to unlock the courage we already possess as Christ followers.  

 

You are invited to join other Grace folks and friends in a six-week study 
(beginning in mid-January) to read and discuss Rev. Berlin’s book. By examining 
the life of Christ, we will strive to understand what true courage is and how God 
works in the lives of Christ followers as they exhibit a brave faith. Once we have 
eyes to hear what Jesus is showing us, once have ears to hear, we can begin to 
find the remarkable life Jesus offers us. 

 

Two, identical weekly discussion sessions will be held to provide participants some flexibility in scheduling.  
Each session will be hybrid…offered both in-person and via Zoom.  Participants should choose the session 
which best fits their typical schedule, with the option of switching as necessary. Participants may purchase 
the book via Cokesbury (cokesbury.com) or other on-line bookseller.   

   1 p.m. Saturdays (Jan. 18, 25, Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22)   

      OR    

   7 p.m. Tuesdays (Jan. 22, 29, Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26) 

Lenten Study “Embracing the Uncertain: A Lenten Study for Unsteady Times”  

Back in March of 2020, three groups of Grace folks and friends had barely begun a Len-
ten study when COVID19 changed everything.  The name of the curriculum resource we 
were using was, “Embracing the Uncertain: A Lenten Study for Unsteady Times”. 

That study, along with so many other things in our individual and congregational lives, 
was put on hold.  Now, two years later, much uncertainty remains and I think it’s time for 
us to re-start this study. 

Here are some words from the publisher:  Learn to engage and wrestle with life’s uncer-
tainties this Lenten season. 

Just turning on the news lets us know we are living in uncertain times. Economic instabil-
ities, eruptions of violence, and natural catastrophes can alter the lives and landscapes of entire commu-
nities. Our individual lives are often just as unsteady: relationships can break, plans can falter, and confi-
dence can fail. 

Uncertainty can definitely be uncomfortable. Many of us prefer stability and a predictable future to an un-
known fate. We are wired to want to control our destiny. 

The reality is that in our fast-changing, unpredictable world there are few guarantees in life. It's those who 
are willing to embrace uncertainty and make the risky decision to follow Jesus despite the many 
"unknowns" who will reap the greatest rewards. 

Embracing the Uncertain invites readers this Lent to engage and wrestle with life’s uncertainties, not ig-
nore them. The chapters focus on six post-Transfiguration, pre-Passion stories in the Gospels. Each of 
these stories are signposts in the gospel narrative, pointing down at a world filled with uncertainty, but 
pointing us forward to a cross that can show us how to follow Jesus with courage, hope, and obedience.  

Participants may purchase the book via Cokesbury (cokesbury.com) or other on-line bookseller.  There is 
also an optional devotion guide available (but not required). 

Two, identical weekly discussion sessions will be held to provide participants some flexibility in schedul-
ing.  Each session will be hybrid…offered both in-person and via Zoom.  Participants should choose the 
session which best fits their typical schedule, with the option of switching as necessary. 

   1 p.m. Saturdays (Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26, April 2, 9) 

        OR    

   7 p.m. Tuesdays (Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5, 12) 
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BIRTHDAYS—Over 80 

   Diane Clark  1-4-1939 83 

   Lois Crawford 1-28-1934 88 

   Jan De Witte  1-7-1933 89 

   Tom De Witte 1-27-1931 91 

   Joan Johnson 1-13-1938 84 

   Mary Johnson 1-8-1927 95 

   Bev Mildenstein 1-25-1937 85 

   Pauline Sneller 1-21-1934 88 

   Betty Watkins 1-5-1939 83 

  Jerry Wooldridge 1-27-1937 85 

Wedding Anniversaries     Over 50 years 

Audrey & Jack Lambert    1-15-1956 66 

Janice & Vern Marine  1-10-1967 55 

SUMMARY OF THE 2021 CROP WALK FOR 2021 

$29.008 DONATIONS 

$6017 ONLINE DONATIONS 

355 PARTICIPANTS 

30 GROUPS 

PERFECT WEATHER, 1441 POUNDS OF DONATED FOOD 

45TH ANNIVERSARY AND 

 A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL 

The Annual Twelfth Night Handbell Festival 

Sunday, January 9, 2022 at 4:30p.m. 

Eppley Auditorium 
Morningside College 
3625 Garretson Ave 
Sioux City, IA  51106 

 
Siouxland handbell Choirs will 

Present a Free Concert 
Bringing together a variety of 

Faiths and talents of musicians 
To ring out the music of the season 
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Our Walk-Up Food Pantry is Open 

We are open Monday and Wednesdays from 9AM to 

Noon.  Just bring your ID and you can come once 

each month.   

Do to the need of non-food items, the members of 

1st UMC, Sioux City have created a Personal Care 

Cupboard which stocks these items. The cupboard is 

open on Wednesdays from 5-6pm and Thursdays 

from 2-3 pm at 1st UMC, 1915 Nebraska St., Sioux 

City IA. Each month the members of Grace collect 

items to be given to the Personal Care Cupboard. 

Items can be brought to Grace and placed in the red 

donation box located in the Parlor. 

For January:  Body Wash & Body Soap  

Nurture Devotion Group 

for Women   

Nurture Group will start 

meeting once again on  

Wednesday mornings at 

10 AM in the library.  This small group will fo-

cus on prayers, concerns and  inspirations as 

well as learning more about scripture that sup-

ports us.  Each session will begin and end with 

prayer while the time in-between will offer us 

an opportunity to grow and be uplifted in our 

faith, Judy Keith will be  facilitating the group.  

For questions and to sign-up please call Judy at 

712-251-1490.  If you are not able to be with 

us every week, come when you can to be in-

spired and uplifted! 

Our Grace Food Pantry has 
been helping people in need 
for several years and espe-
cially during the Pandemic.  

 

Our food supply has gotten 
quite low and we are asking 
each of you if you could help 
us out. If you have any extra vegetables, fruit, 
meats, etc., in your cupboards and could spare it, 

please drop the food off at Grace United Method-
ist Church.  

 

This would be such a blessing during this holiday 
season. If you have any questions, please contact 
the church at: 712-276-3452 or drop the food off 
during morning hours. 

Enjoy this season of Giving 

 

Thank you so much if you are able to spare some 
groceries for our Grace Food Pantry. 

ANGEL GIVING TREE  
A HUGE thank you to all who donated to 

the Food Basket  

Giving Tree this year!!!  
35 children from Spalding Park Elemen-
tary were given a brighter Christmas 
through food gift cards purchased by 

those from Grace Church. Your abundant giving allowed us to 
give 35—$75 gift cards  that were distributed to families at the 
school that would not be able to afford a Christmas dinner. 
Thank you for your love, kindness and goodwill. Blessings, Mis-
sions 
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        1 

2 3 

 

4 

 

5 6 

 

7 8 

 

9 10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 14 

 

15 

16 17 

 

18 

 

 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 24 

 

25 

 

26 27 

 

28 29 

30 31  

 

 

 

    

        SUN  MON          TUES            WED                THURS               FRI                 SAT 

No  Sunday School 
10:00am  Worship 
11:30 am Konver-
sation 

8:45am Sunday 
School 
10:00am  Worship 

8:45am Sunday School 
10:00am  Worship 
11:30 am Konversa-
tion 

830AM Trustees Mtg 
8:45am Sunday 
School 
10:00am  Worship 
11:30 am Konversa-
tion 
4:30 Eppley 
    12th Night Concert 

8:45am Sunday School 
10:00am  Worship 
11:30 am Konversa-
tion 

9AM-Noon 
 Food Pantry 

9AM-Noon 
 Food Pantry 
7PM Christ. Ed 

9AM-Noon 
 Food Pantry 

9AM-Noon 
 Food Pantry 

7PM 
Faith Meets  
Fiction 

7PM Naomi Cir 

5:30pm Wor-

ship 

5:30pm Wor-
ship 

5:30pm Wor-

ship 

5:30pm Wor-

ship 

9AM Food Pantry 
10MA Nurture Group 
630pm Mens Bible 
6:30pm Purls of Faith 
630pm JAM/youth 
Group 
630pm Bell Choir 
730pm Chancel Choir 

9AM Food Pantry 
10MA Nurture Group 
630pm Mens Bible 
6:30pm Purls of Faith 
630pm JAM/youth 
Group 
630pm Bell Choir 
730pm Chancel Choir 

9AM Food Pantry 
10MA Nurture Group 
630pm Mens Bible 
6:30pm Purls of Faith 
630pm JAM/youth 
Group 
630pm Bell Choir 
730pm Chancel Choir 

9AM Food Pantry 
10MA Nurture Group 
630pm Mens Bible 
6:30pm Purls of Faith 
630pm Bell Choir 
730pm Chancel Choir 
NO JAM/YG 

7pm Courage 

Book Study 

7pm Courage 

Book Study 

1PM Courage  
Book Study 

1PM Courage  
Book Study 

No Worship 
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Faith Meets Fiction book group is a monthly group that is open to anyone who loves to read, talk 

about books and enjoy having the reading experience.  We meet in the church parlor the fourth Monday of 

the month to discuss the selected book.   

There will not be a meeting in December but here is a list of upcoming books. 

          Jan. 24:  The book of Woman of Troublesome Creek   
          Feb. 22  This Tender Land  
          Mar. 22  Christy 
          April: 25:  At home in  Mitford 
If you would like more information, please call our church office and be very happy to help you.  Our number 

is:  712-276-3452 

JANUARY 
FEBRUARY MARCH 

Special points of interest: 

Church email      

sjohnson@gracesiouxcity.org  

 

Church Website : 

www.gracesiouxcity.org  

Church Phone:                           

712-276-3452   

  

Church Address 

1735 Morningside Ave. 

Sioux City IA 51106  

 

Live Radio Broadcast 

KSCJ frequency 1360AM & 

94.9FM at 10 AM 

SUNDAY SERMONS 

If you were unable to join us for 

worship or if you would like to 

view a past sermon, they are avail-

able by going to the Grace website 

ww.gracesiouxcity.org, and found 

in the drop-down menu under 

Grace-filled  Worship.  

Watch our Weekly 

Lessons on our              

Channel:  

Grace United 

Methodist Church               

Follow us on  

  Instagram   

gracesiouxcity  

April 

GRACE INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

Grace UMC has a lot to offer its members for our evening activities, such as fellowship din-

ners, participating in bible studies or even a music program, however, sometimes weather 

does not cooperate with those plans. Our church cares about the safety of its members and 

guests and has a policy just in case that needs to be taken into consideration. If the Sioux City 

area is experiencing inclement weather, Grace United Methodist Church will follow the same closure policy as the 

Sioux City Public School District (SCPS). If SCPS closes its facilities for afternoon or evening activities due to weath-

er, all of Grace evening activities will also be cancelled. 


