
 

What is the significance of this Green Leaf? What holiday do we “celebrate” that contains this as a 
symbol? The holiday: Saint Patrick’s Day. But why? We may be unaware of its significance… but at the 
end of this lesson, hopefully you will find an understanding to its existence and purpose to the holiday. 

 

 

 

 

Let’s first talk about WHO Saint Patrick was.  

Saint Patrick, having been born in Scotland, was kidnapped and sold as a slave at the age of 16. He was 
enslaved in Ireland for 6 years; where he would pray, worship and strengthen his relationship with God, 
until one day he received a message from God in a dream to flee from his slave masters and escape to a 
better life. So he did just that. He ran away and found himself on a ship across the sea. Shortly 
thereafter of arriving home, God came to him in another dream. This time though, God told Patrick to 
teach the people of Ireland about Christianity. So Patrick then soon left home for France, where he 
studied and became an ordained bishop. After Patrick was certified to teach Christianity, he moved to 
Ireland where he spent the next 30 years of his life traveling around the country, spreading the good 
news and opening & establishing churches. He is most known of using the abundant amount of clovers 
that blanketed Ireland as an example to explain the divine trinity. Each leaf represents one of the three: 
the Father, the Son & the Holy Spirit. They are each different on their own, but together, they are 
connected by the same stem, thus making it a clover. (See Bottom Page for Example) 

So Saint Patrick is known for spreading Christianity across Ireland, explaining the idea of the trinity (the 
Father, the Son & the Holy Spirit). And I’m sure you’re wondering, “What does Saint Patrick and a 
shamrock have to do with me?” 

Well, let’s talk about your life and your interests. 

What did St. Patrick use again? A shamrock. Easy and simple, right? 

Think for a minute. What are you passionate about? What wrongs would you like to see in this world? 

• World Hunger? 
• Education for all? 
• The Environment? 

Read Romans 12: 6-8 

God has also given each of us different gifts to use. If we can prophesy, we should do it according to the 
amount of faith we have. If we can serve others, we should serve. If we can teach, we should teach. If 
we can encourage others, we should encourage them. If we can give we should be generous. If we are 
leaders, we should do our best. If we are good to others, we should do it cheerfully. 



What exactly is the above passage trying to say to us? Well, it’s saying to take your interest and 
passions, take what you are good at, and use them as a way to show other people the love of Jesus!! 

The World needs you! 

Read Matthew 5: 13-16 

You are like salt for everyone on earth. But if salt no longer tastes like salt, how can it make food salty? 
All it is good for is to be thrown out and walked on. You are like light for the whole world. A city built on 
top of a hill cannot be hidden, and no one would light a lamp and put it under a clay pot. A lamp is 
placed on a lampstand, where it can give light to everyone in the house. Make your light shine, so that 
others will see the good that you do and will praise your Father in heaven. 

The world needs you and your talents & passions.  

You can right the wrongs in this world by your convictions. 

The world needs you to use all of this, and show it the love of Jesus!! 

 

Some discussion questions for you to ask a friend or family member: 

1.) What is your favorite holiday and why? 
2.) When was the last time you needed someone to save you?  

(From a bad grade, a bully, feeling alone, or something that was really difficult.) 
3.) What talents, passions, or gifts do you have that could be used to tell people about Jesus? 

a. Saint Patrick used the Shamrock. What could you use? 
4.) How could you take your answer from above and make a difference in your, neighborhood, 

school & community? 
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