
Although we can't gather together we can
still gather with Christ. 

We do miss our church family but the
church is WHERE WE ARE! 

The Christmas Story continues with Celebrate Wonder through
Epiphany! Next week we will still have activity sheets mailed for
students to explore the Story of Christ's birth further at home.

 No Youtube videos will be available.

Our upcoming lessons will include: 
"Joyous News on December 27th, where we reflect 

on the first to hear of Jesus' birth, the Shepards.

 We are including a new Unit Packet for the  lesson on
 January 3rd  for  "The Magi", or the wise men. 

During this time of Advent, your family can help your child
explore the scripture together! Merry Christmas!

Shepherds were the first to hear of Jesus’ birth. There is much speculation on why the angel announced the news
to shepherds. Some think it was because shepherds were low on the societal rung, and God wanted it known that
Jesus was for everyone.

We may never know why the humble shepherds were the first to hear the news. We do know that the shepherds
went to Bethlehem; found Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus; and shared with them what the angels had said. Then
the shepherds returned home and spread the news of Jesus’ birth. 

From the angels to the shepherds to the world, the good news of Jesus is for all people, not just the rich and
powerful. Spreading the news brought joy to the shepherds and to all who heard it. Joy is meant to be shared, as
joy is for all.

Shepherds were quietly going about their night when suddenly an angel
appeared to them. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good
news to you—wonderful, joyous news for all people” (Luke 2:10, CEB). 

The Bible states that the shepherds were terrified. Yet, instead of running
away in terror, they listened to the message and made the decision to go
to Bethlehem to confirm that what the angel said was really true.
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Joyous News 

Spiritual Practice

This week light the Christ Candle, the white candle
 in the center of the Advent wreath, and read 
Luke 2:8-20. Jesus' birth is celebrated on Christmas Day. 
Remember the joy of Christmas all year long.
 Sing songs of joy throughout the coming year.

The shepherds were totally surprised
 by the angels and the wonderful

announcements that the Savior was born. 
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