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GRACE  UMC 

Scriptural Holiness:  
Methodist Christianity  in America 

In late August and early September we will look 
back across the years to meet some Methodist  
Christians who can teach and inspire us.  Methodist 
Circuit Riders were preachers on horseback that 
traveled across the country in the 1700 and 1800s.  
 

They shared the gospel, encouraged, and formed 
classes and churches.  Francis Asbury was sent by 
John Wesley to be the first Methodist Bishop in the 
United States.  Responsible for overseeing the health 
and well-being and growth, Asbury traveled over 
300,000 miles in his lifetime.   

 

Samuel Mitchell was a Virginian who moved to Illinois and then Wisconsin.  A Revolutionary 
War veteran, he was ñawakenedò to God by Methodist preaching and became a preacher him-
self.  Each of these ï and many others ï offer us examples of faith and faithfulness, and chal-
lenge us to reflect on how we answer the moral questions of our times for the sake of our 
Christian witness. 

September   
6 Samuel Mitchell: Revolution & Salvation   John 3:1-16 
13 Samuel Mitchell: Manumission & Moral Compromise Matthew 7:1-5, 12-13, 24-27 

Back by Popular Demand: 

hǳǊ ŦǊŜŜ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ                 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ  

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǝŜǎ ƛƴ {ƛƻǳȄ /ƛǘȅΦ  

DƻƻŘ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ōǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
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άhǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ  
ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛǘŀǝǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƭǎ  
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǉǳŀƴǝǘŀǝǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ   
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²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǿƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǝŎ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎΦ 
aƻǊŜ ǎƻΣ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ .ƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ   
²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǝƻƴŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  
¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎΦ  
 
CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǝƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ .ŜƭƻǾŜŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 9ǾŜƴǘΦ 
 Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ DƻŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ 
ǳǎΦ 
 
[ǳƴŎƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΥ IƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ ŎƘƛƭƛΣ ōǊƻŎŎƻƭƛ ŎƘŜŜǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǘŀǘƻ ǎƻǳǇǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ŏƛƴπ
ƴŀƳƻƴ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǊƴōǊŜŀŘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǎƴŀŎƪǎΣ ŎƻũŜŜΣ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘŜŀΦ  
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Billie Erskine  9-9-1937       89 years 

Steve Farr   9-6-1942        84 years 

Rollie Keplinger  9-28-1933         93 years 

Mac McCallum    9-17-1930    96 years 

Mike  & Sandra Wilde           9 -7-1968        58 years 

Doug & Sherry Johnson          9-12-1970      56 years 

     Happy Anniversary  

         for over 50 years,  
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What Makes a Monster? 

What Makes a Monster? Have you ever thought about what scares you and why?  All 
people have things they consider fearful or perilous, and all societies have ways to define 
impurity and danger.  In the Bible, such things appear as monsters and giants, beasts and 
demons.  These creatures communicate what is monstrous to the Biblical writers, and 
have shaped moral viewpoints for centuries.  These texts can help us face our fears and 

teach 
us 
how 
to live 

  September 
  20 Leviathan (Psalm 74; Isaiah 26:19 ï 27:1) 
  27 Giants (Numbers 13:25-33; 1 Samuel 17:1-11; 38-45, 48-49) 
 
  October 
  4 The Witch of Endor (1 Samuel 28:7-20) 
  11 Four Frightening Beasts (Daniel 7:1-14) 
  18 A Legion of Demons (Mark 5:1-20) 

 

Confirmation Class 

We will be offering Confirmation class for 7-9th grade students this year.  Confirmation is an opportunity for 
young people to think and talk about their Christian faith and what it will mean to them in the future.  At Grace 
it is a one-year class, starting in the fall and concluding with Confirmation Sunday in May 2027.  If you are a 
student who has not taken Confirmation yet, youôre welcome to join us.  We will begin on September 13th and 
meet most Sunday evenings at 5:30 ï 6:30pm.  If you have questions please talk to Pastor John (641-485-
3213) or Rachel Wurth (712-276-3452).  

  

Wesley Bible Study 

Are you a college student at Morningside, WITCC, or elsewhere?  Youôre invited to our Wesley Bible Study ï 
a time to make friends, study the Bible, and apply it to our lives.  We meet Sunday evenings at 6:30 ï 7:30 pm 
in the Grace UMC Parlor.  (Sometimes there are even snacks!)  Talk to Pastor John if you have any questions 
call / text 641-485-3213. 

 

Pastorôs Bible Study 

Are you interested in good discussion and digging deeper into the Bible?  Join us for the Pastorôs Bible Study, 
which will begin on September 13th at 11:15am in the Large Conference Room, and September 14th at 2:00pm 
in the 3rd Floor Community Room at The Pointe (Sunrise Retirement Center).  We are still working on the top-
ic for fall, but it will be inspiring and fun.  See you there! 
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